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Chat from the Chair  
 
Welcome to the eighth issue of the ATRQ newsletter.  With Christ-
mas is just around the corner we all scratch our heads and wonder 
where 2006 went. We all have these grand plans of things to achieve 
in our own personal lives and within our railways; we just don’ t seem 
to ever get around to them.  We don’ t seem to get the time to do the 
things we enjoy little lone the things we need to do to ensure our rail-
ways continue to operate.  
I know that all railways are trying their hardest to stay on top of the 
ever  increasing workload of paperwork, safety reform, revamping 
Safety Management Systems, getting our heads around the new legis-
lation and codes of practice etc, but we have to continue on the best 
we possibly can.  I often wonder whether this push for a safer rail in-
dustry is in fact making things less safe as we tend to forget the most 
obvious things right under our noses as we have less time to deal with 
those issues.  In addition to this we are all formulating huge Safety 
Management Systems but do all our members read them and more im-
portantly understand them?  I am not suggesting for a minute that we 
shouldn’ t have adequate safety management systems but I feel that 
they are becoming far too complicated for the size and scope of our 
operations.  The large documents just put off others even reading 
these magnificent manifests of information and in doing so we are be-
coming less safe as no one really wants to or has the time to read 
these documents in detail.  I urge all railways to keep their systems 
simple but adequate. 
Queensland Transport, via Julie Bullas (Director or the Rail Safety 
Unit) and her dedicated team, continue to support ATRQ and its con-
stituent railways.  QT has made a commitment to support ATRQ and 
its members in any way that they can to ensure that we all get through 
this mind field of rail reform.  The task is not easy but I assure you we 
will all get there with the support that is available.  We should count 
ourselves lucky to have such a dedicated team that is sympathetic to 
our cause.  Let’s make sure that we utilise their expertise and absorb 
as much as we can from their workshops (more to come in 2007) and 
individual contacts.  Also remember the other most valuable source of 
ideas and information may be another railway next door.  These are 
the huge advantages of belonging to the ATRQ Family and QT has 
very much become a part of this family. 
The September ATRQ meeting and AGM (30th September & 1st 
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October) was well attended as members made the huge effort and travelled to sunny Cairns 
for the weekend.  Saturday morning was the ATRQ General Meeting and it was attended by 
most railway groups from Queensland.  We even had a full attendance from all our northern 
members and it was great to have them as part of the family. 
The business covered included safety updates and reports, ATHRA (Association of Tourist 
& Heritage Rail Australia) report, insurance discussions, promotional opportunities and 
many other issues.  Just before lunch, Julie Bullas from QT gave us an informative session 
on what the latest changes are in the National Rail Reform.  This included an update on the 
NAP (National Accreditation Package), Model Rail Safety Bill and what it means to Queen-
sland and other issues affecting our industry. 
Saturday afternoon ATRQ held its AGM and the new executive was elected.  The manage-
ment committee now consists of the following people: 

·     Paul Rollason (QPSR, ASSCO and ANGRMS) - President 
·     Peter Ford (Mackay Heritage) - Vice President 
·     Wendy Driver (Australian Sugar Cane Railway) - Secretary 
·     John Parnell (Sunsteam) - Treasurer 
·     Peter Hyde (Brisbane Tramway Museum) - Committee Member 

I would like to personally congratulate these people on putting up their hands (even if it took 
a little prodding) to stand for the ATRQ committee so that they can better serve the member-
ship. 
Later Saturday afternoon the meeting delegation travelled by mini bus to Kuranda so that we 
could have a leisurely trip back down the stunning Kuranda Range on the Savannahlander.  
A casual dinner was then held at Dunwoddies where everyone socialised over a fantastic din-
ner. 
On Sunday morning, the delegation boarded the mini bus bright eyed and bushy tailed and 
travelled to Port Douglas where they wandered through the markets and Marina before riding 
the Ballyhooley as it meandered though the resort town.  On our return lunch was enjoyed at 
Hogs Breath Café on the Marina Mirage jetty.  What a way to top off a fantastic weekend.  
On behalf of the ATRQ Members, I would like to thank Mike Lee from Cairns Kuranda 
Steam for all his efforts in organising the event.  Well done Mike. 
On the weekend of the 7-10th September, ATRQ was host to the ATHRA meeting and 
AGM.  All those that attended had a wonderful time and ATHRA achieved a huge amount in 
over the weekend.  Several ATRQ members attended the meeting and had the pleasure of in-
teracting with the ATHRA members which they found quite beneficial. 
The weekend started out with a pre-conference tour where we visited Brisbane Tramway 
Museum, the Australian Narrow Gauge Railway Museum and Queensland Pioneer Steam 
Railway.  The meeting itself started on the Friday afternoon with a moments silence for 
Graeme Breydon, ATHRA’s Convenor of the Rail Safety Reference Group, who passed 
away on the 21st August.  Saturday morning saw us board a Sunsteam trip to Laidley and 
upon our return the ATHRA AGM was held.  Guest speakers, Julie Bullas (QT) and Gary 
Whiting (QR/ARA) gave us an informative talk on Updates on what is happening nationally 
in the Rail Safety Arena and Training respectively.  Saturday night there was a dinner hosted 
by the Workshops Rail Museum and guest speaker David Mewes entertained us with a talk 
on his recent scholarship visit to the UK.  The meeting ended Sunday afternoon with a tour 
of the QR Workshops.  Once again a very long and tiring weekend but much achieved, many 
ideas exchanged, friendships made and the networking was working overtime. 
In October (28-29th) ATRQ once again promoted its members to the public via a display at 
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the Ipswich Model Railway show held at the Workshops Rail Museum.  A huge thank you 
goes to Peter Hyde and his team for setting up and manning the display for the weekend.  
These PR opportunities continue to benefit the membership and promote our railways via the 
blue ATRQ brochure. 
The next ATRQ meeting is to be held in Gympie on the 24 and 25 February 2007 at the 
Mary Valley Heritage Railway. Once again Saturday morning will be the ATRQ General 
Meeting followed after lunch with a presentation and workshop from QT.  A workshop tour 
is planned on Saturday afternoon before we then depart on the 2000 Class Rail Motor for 
Kandanga for dinner.  Sunday will be an opportunity for members to ride the steam train to 
Imbil.  I encourage ATRQ members to come along and enjoy the weekend. 
Have you checked out the ATRQ web site lately?  If not go to www.atrq.net. 
All groups are encouraged to forward this newsletter onto your members or use articles out 
of this to include in your newsletters. 
In closing, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support and 
friendship.  If you have any queries at any stage the please contact me via president@atrq.
net . 
Report by Paul Rollason. 
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We thought 2006 would finish with one of our "Dream" projects at last coming to fruition. The money 
left to us from late member, Keith Wagner©s estate at last made it possible to go ahead with plans for 
two cover sheds. Firstly to cover our guard©s van, 
and secondly to construct a larger cover shed over a pair of tracks for the wagons to be stored and 
restored. After much official red tape delays the material arrived on site ,next was waiting for the 
builders to come. Thought they would have arrived early enough to have at least one shed up before 
Christmas, but with only a fortnight to go and still no sign this looks like another wait until the New 
Year. 
We had already had to work around another set back when the wife of our neighbour 
exercised her right to forbid our entry on their property . This has spoilt us over the years when the 
previous owner was quite happy with our usage for parking and turning buses  
or trucks gaining access to the rear of our site. Even the husband said he had no problems with the 
previous arrangement as it was 
spare land. 
So we embarked on a clearing 
project with a crane to shift sheds 
and make a passage  
to get to the biggest shed site be-
hind the creamshed. The van was 
shunted down the track, clear for 
the builders and everything should 
be go now 
One other highlight after our last 
newsletter is the fact that Eddie 
Cooper has sold his BB 18 1/4 
loco outfit. Word is that it went in-
terstate ,down Newcastle way.. 
On behalf of Bundaberg Railway 
Historical Society Inc., members 
we wish one and all a happy Fes-
tive Season and look forward to 
seeing you in 2007. 
Graham Hibberd (Curator)  
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And the winners are ……….. 
 
ATRQ is pleased to announce the winners of the December 
2006 ATRQ Chuff Awards are David Thornton for the 
‘Excellent Service’ category and Jan and Len Walker for the 
‘Behind the Scenes’ category 
David Thornton is a member of the Australian Narrow 
Gauge Railway Museum Society (ANGRMS) in Woodford.   
In the Chuff Award nomination received, David was de-
scribed as ‘always helpful, bright and cheerful to members 
and the public’.  David has been a dedicated member since 
the formation of ANGRMS in the mid 70’s and has been in-
volved in many aspects of the organization and is particu-
larly vigilant when it comes to safety. 
Jan and Len Walker are members of Southern Downs 

Steam Railway (SDSR) in Warwick.   The nomination received for Jan and Len stated that as a team 
they put ‘in a lot of time and effort raising funds for the Southern Downs Steam Railway.’  As many or-
ganizations will understand fund raising is a major part of not-for-profit organizations and finding peo-
ple who are willing to undertake this role is difficult.  Not only are Jan and Len willing fundraisers for 
SDSR they are also actively involved in other roles for the organization. 
David, Jan and Len were recognised by their respective ATRQ member organization at special award 
presentations at Woodford and Warwick respectively. 
As well as the category winners the judges decided to recognise Jerry Jirasek from the Australian So-
ciety of Section Car Operators with a Special Mention.  
ATRQ would like to congratulate our winner’s and acknowledge the efforts of all who serve rail heri-
tage in Queensland. 
Like the millions of people across Australia who volunteer their spare time to assist the community 
these people give freely of their time. 
Thanks ……. 
ATRQ wishes to thank our valued sponsors for their generous support in 2006: 
Australian Narrow Gauge Railway Museum Society 
Cairns Kuranda Steam  
Mackay Heritage Railway 
Queensland Pioneer Steam Railway 
The Workshops Rail Museum 
The awards…….. 
The Chuff awards held twice a year to coincide with International Volunteers Day, 5 December and 
National Volunteers Week in May each year. 
Next awards………….. 
Nominations for the May 2007 Chuff Awards are now open.   
Recognise someone who goes above and beyond the call of duty for an ATRQ member organization 
by nominating them.  The prizes are fantastic.  So send those nominations in. 
For nomination forms and more information visit the ATRQ website www.atrq.net or contact the 
Awards Co-ordinator by telephoning 4045 3958 or writing to 3 Barney Street, Edmonton  Qld  4869 
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Running days: February 2007 Thursday 1,8,15 and 22, Sunday 25 
                          March 2007 Thursday 1,8,15,22,29 Sunday 25 
                          April 2007 Thursday 5,12,19,26 Sunday 8 and 29 
                          May 2007 Thursday 3,10,17,24,31 Monday 7 Sunday 27 
                          June 2007 Thursday 7,14,21,28 Monday 11 Sunday 24 

The 

Chuff 
Awards 
for Great Service 
December 2006 
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NOTICE OF MEETING AND CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS 
 

It is advised that the March 2007 ATHRA meeting will be held at Revolutions Museum, Whiteman 
Park Perth from Friday 16th March 2007 to Sunday 18th March 2007 inclusive. The first session will 
be on Friday 16th March commencing at 1130 hours and concluding at 1700 hours. On Saturday 17th 
and Sunday 18th March sessions will commence at 0830 hours and conclude at 1230 hours. 
Agenda items for the above meeting will close at 1700 hours on Friday 16th February 2007. All 
agenda items are to be forwarded to the Secretary, Box 259 Port Adelaide 5015 or by email to secre-
tary@athra.asn.au. 
All reports associated with agenda items should also be received by the 16th February 2007 to enable 
the agenda to be compiled and distributed hopefully by the end of February to enable State groups to 
meet and discuss any issues affecting them prior to the meeting. 
Delegates designated to handle aspects of business arising from the last meeting are also asked to 
make a formal report to the Secretary by the 16th February to enable the “business arising”  report to 
be prepared. 
Yours truly, 
B.Busch 
 
Brian Busch 
Honorary Secretary. 
 

� 
 � � � � 
 � 	
If you would like to view the latest news from Victoria please take the time and view their 
website and news page. www.atr.org.au/news.htm  
 

� � � 	
As you may be aware the WGR was damaged by the recent bush fires in the Thompson and 
Erica region and has had to suspend their services. The railway has issued an official state-
ment and a copy of that statement has been placed on the WGR page of the ATR web site. 
Please read their statement to obtain a full picture of the damage done and their plans for 
overcoming this. www.atr.org.au 

 
 

� � � � 	� � � � 
 � � 		
Please be advised that the December ATRQ General Meeting will be held on Saturday 24th and  
Sunday 25th February 2007 commencing at 9.00am at the Meeting Room, Old Gympie Station 
(Mary Valley Heritage Railway Station). 
The meeting will be held over two days and out of Brisbane as this will be another regional visit for 
the year.  It is anticipated that the weekend be a social one where a lot of networking can take place 
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outside a formal meeting.  It is this sort of interaction which I believe is more important.   
The weekend will be structured as follows: 

·  Saturday morning (24th February) - ATRQ General Meeting 
·  Saturday afternoon                          - Queensland Transport presentation and workshop tour. 
·  Saturday evening                            - Dinner train (2000 Class Rail Motor)& dinner at RSL  
·  Sunday (25th February)                   - Steam trip on Mary Valley Rattler  

The venue for the meeting is the meeting room at the old Gympie Railway Station (Mary Valley 
Heritage Railway). 
Lunch on Saturday will be at MVHR refreshments rooms (light snacks), pub or bakery over the road.  
Saturday afternoon we will be having yet another workshop delivered by Queensland Transport.  
The topic has yet to be finalised but may be related to the NAP or upcoming Rail Safety Bill.  Fol-
lowing this a workshop tour has been offered for those who are interested.  Enclosed shoes must be 
worn. 
Saturday evening will see us board a 2000 Class Rail Motor at 5pm and travel in style to Kandanga 
and return to Gympie for dinner at the RSL.  This trip is with compliments of MVHR and the only 
cost will be dinner payable on the night. 
On Sunday, for those who are interested, we will be travelling on one of the scheduled steam serv-
ices to Imbil where you can wander around, grab a bite to eat before returning in the afternoon.  The 
train departs at 10am and returns at 4pm.  A group booking will be made at a special price of $25 per 
adult and $15 per child.  You will need to book your own tickets by calling MVHR on ph. (07) 
54822750 and mention you are with the ATRQ meeting.  You will also need to organise your own 
payment of your ticket.  One way tickets and car shuttles can be organised if you desire.  Car ar-
rangements will be made that weekend. 
For those flying in from other parts of the State, some other Brisbane members may be able to assist 
with transport. 
Accommodation: 
Accommodation will be the responsibility of individuals however some suggestions are listed be-
low:- 

1.    Gympie Muster  Inn Motel                 Ph 54828666 
Bruce Highway 
Gympie 
QLD 4570 

          Twin Share $100   Single $95 
2.    Fox Glen      Motor  Inn                       Ph 54823199 

1 Bruce Highway 
Gympie 
QLD 4570 
          Twin share $84      Single $$74 

3.    Great Eastern Motor  Inn                   Ph 5482 7288 
27-29 Geordie Road 
Gympie 
QLD 4570 

          Twin share $110    Double $100 
I am very grateful to Jim Walker for his efforts in arranging venues in Gympie and for his offer to 
provide the trip on Mary Valley Heritage Railway.  Without Jim’s assistance, this would have been 
much more difficult to organise. 
We will need to know numbers and I encourage you to bring more than just your delegates to the 
meeting and make it a fun and enjoyable weekend for everyone and enjoy the hospitality of our 
hosts.  Naturally partners are also welcome. 
Please have all agenda items to me no later than:- 
·         9th February 2007 for the general meeting                                               Paul Rollinson  
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ATRQ display at the Ipswich Workshops Model Train Show Oct28 and 29.  P Hyde Photo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Delegates and families at the ATRQ meeting in Cairns  Sept 30/Oct 1 2006    P Rollison Photo 
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On Saturday February 24 2007, Warwick will be visited by the train known as The Sun-
lander. 
ARHS have hired this train and are calling it The Winelander. Warwick was never serviced 
by a regular diesel hauled air-conditioned train and once a year ARHS brings this train to 
visit the Darling Downs and the Granite Belt. 
Those who wish to enjoy two days (Sat 24 & Sun 25) of travel on this train, wining and din-
ing on board and visiting wineries in and around Stanthorpe, contact ARHS on 3252 1759 
Tues to Thurs between 10 am and 3pm. 
ARHS has offer the SDSR 20 seats for those wishing to join the train at Warwick and just 
enjoy a lovely day out aboard this luxury train along the best scenic railway in Queensland. 
You may have travelled this journey by steam train and in non-air-conditioned carriages, but 
have you did so in a luxury air-conditioned train, sitting in a Club Car watching the scenery 
pass by the windows. Well here is your chance. 13 seats have already been sold, so be quick 
if you are interested. The train times have not been confirmed, but it is expected to run to the 
following timetable. Depart Warwick 12.45 pm, Wallangarra 4.15 - 4.45 and back into Stan-
thorpe at 6.15 pm. A bus will be waiting to return you to Warwick by 8.15 pm. The bus will 
be stopping in Stanthorpe for a feed. 
Fares: $78.50 Adult and $58.50 child 16 years and younger. Fares do not include meals. 
Kindest regards from 
Garry Gibson 
Vice-President 
Southern Downs Steam Railway 
PO Box 928 
Warwick QLD 4370 
Located at: 
Warwick Railway Precinct 
Corner Hamilton & Fitzroy Streets 
Warwick Queensland 
Email: sdsr@gil.com.au 
Website: www.southerndownssteamrailway.com.au 

�
� � � � � �� 	� � � � 	�  ! � � 	� � " ! � � �  ! 	is showing on Foxtel History Channel on 
Saturday January 27, 2007 at 4:30pm  

                                            ATRQ Meeting at Cairns Sept 30/Oct 1 2006               P Rollison Photo 
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Track Extensions      The official dog spike ceremony 21st October 2006 
The first section was laid during October 2006 with many hands to the wheel and 
now the Railway has a triangle. 
The main shed line had to be realigned and this was a big effort for our engineer 
Ron Stitt who is a member of our society and also in charge of Cane Railways for 
Bundaberg Sugar. Along with ex Millaquin Sugar & Fairymead Sugar cane rail main-
tenance supervisors Ron Atkinson & Kieth Geddes the task was in expert hands. 
Between them all three there would be 100 years of experience in laying 2’0” gauge 
railway track.  The points and realignment was done over a month and some of the 
work especially the laying of the points was done in very quick time. (The fastest 
was 2hrs)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Ron Stitt Cane Rail Engineer Surveys the triangle                                  Finished Product 
                         
Work days for the extension were well attended with up to 17 members turning up 
on the crucial points of the extension. As the Society operates weekly it did not give 
us much leeway for joining up onto our main line. As yet running days have not 
been interrupted by the work. Thanks to the expertise and hard work ethic by our 
members. The opening of this section was held 21st October 2006 and was opened 
by the Chief Executive of Bundaberg Sugar Co. Mr.Grant McLean. Mrs Wendy 
Driver OAM President represented the Australian Sugar Cane Railway. 

Left:  Gary Longden B’Berg Sugar. Wendy Driver OAM. ASCR. Grant McLean. B’Berg Sugar. Ron At-
kinson ASCR ;  Right  Germany ready to proceed on extension. 
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The ATRQ web site may be found at www.atrq.net.  Information, 
rules of the association, links to members web sites, and a members 
only area which includes a discussion forum, may be found.  All 
members can par ticipate in the forum.  I f you are a member of an 
organisation that is a member of ATRQ and do not have access, 
email our webmaster at ozbob@ozbob.net to request access. 

AC16 MaryValley Line 2006    See you in Gympie 24/25 February 2007 


